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whether you prefer the solitude of wilderness, total immersion in local tradition, or 
getting lost in big, vibrant cities, South America has something to satisfy your travel 

cravings. explore this bountiful continent and find something to feed your soul
written and PhotograPhed by leah davis

Discover 
south      
AmericA

Land of Culture, Adventure, 
Beauty, and Tradition

Argentina
Dry season or rainy 

season, Bolivia is a genuine 
photographer's playground. 

A visit to the Salar de 
Uyuni is the first stop on a 

typical three-day tour of 
southwestern Bolivia



Land of Culture, Adventure, 
Beauty, and Tradition
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The colorful district of la boca in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
exemplifies the city’s deep European roots.  In the past, many 
immigrants disembarked here and built their homes in this 
neighborhood, particularly Italians.  These days, the city’s soccer club, 
Boca Juniors, is based here and matches are a major draw for visitors.  
Blue and yellow flags flood the streets with each Boca Juniors win.

Argentina



Llamas roam freely near hot springs in the early morning on tour through 
southern Bolivia.  A dip in the springs is a nice treat for those brave enough to 
disrobe in the biting morning air. A quick stop here precedes a visit to natural 
geysers, colorful red and emerald lagoons, a towering volcano, and a drive 
through the red siloli desert on the way to the Chilean border.  

Bolivia
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arequipa, the largest city 
and capital of the Arequipa 
Region of southwestern 
Peru, is a beautiful and 
relaxing place to spend a few 
days. Located at the base of 
a daunting volcano named 
Misti, Arequipa has come 
to be known as “the White 
City,” due to the abundant 
use of white sillar stone 

mined from the volcano 
in buildings throughout 
the city. Culture-seekers 
will have plenty to see at 
Arequipa's many museums, 
cathedrals and the famous 
Santa Catalina Monastery, 
and adventure-seekers can 
test their climbing prowess 
and endurance on a trek to 
the top of Misti.

Peru

photo essay SOUTH AMERICA



A woman in traditional Andean dress poses with her llama near the Plaza de armas of Cusco, the 
former Inca capital of Peru.  Cusco draws tourists by the millions each year due in part to its easy 
access to Machu Picchu, but also because the city itself is a cultural gem—Inca roots run deep here. 
Cusco boasts a rich history, art, architecture, and gastronomy, and an energetic nightlife sure to keep 
every type of traveler entertained.
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For nature-lovers, a visit to the 
spectacular iguazú Falls is a must.  
Spanning the Argentine-Brazilian 
border, this three-kilometer long 
series of waterfalls is both visually and 
acoustically impressive.  On sunny days, 
the spray from the waterfalls creates 
breathtaking rainbows like the one seen 
here.  A full day is needed to explore 
each of the parks in Argentina and Brazil 
where you’ll get up-close and personal 
with this UNESCO World Heritage Site 
and natural world wonder. 

Brazil
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BIkE THE WORld'S MOST 
dAngEROUS ROAd In BOlIvIA

The north Yungas Road near Bolivia's 
capital has earned itself the title of the 
world's most Dangerous Road—and 
tours are available for death-defying 
tourists looking for an eccentric 
adrenaline fix. 

la Paz tour companies offer gravity-
assisted mountain biking on the dirt 
highway, also nicknamed Death Road, 
an experience you certainly won't find 
anywhere else in the world. Plan to go in 
Bolivia's dry months (June to August) for 
a significantly safer ride.

BEST OUTdOOR ACTIvITIES TO TRY In SOUTH AMERICA

HIkE THE CRATER lAkES Of 
ECUAdOR'S QUIlOTOA lOOp

ecuador offers a unique opportunity 
to get up-close and personal with some 
of the country's stunning high-altitude, 
dramatically turquoise crater lakes, 
a truly breathtaking sight. A several-
day trip is necessary to complete the 
loop at a comfortable pace, and basic 
accommodations can be found in friendly 
indigenous highland villages along the 
way. Culture and beauty abound on this 
once-in-a-lifetime hiking experience; 
pack a warm sleeping bag and your 
sense of adventure. 

vISIT THE End Of THE WORld In 
ARgEnTInA'S TIERRA dEl fUEgO

The Argentine city of ushuaia is one of 
the southernmost civilizations on earth. The 
Tierra del fuego archipelago, where ushuaia 
is found, is shared by Argentina and Chile 
and is isolated and difficult to reach. As such, 
it remains one of the lesser visited areas of 
South America, but on arrival, a whole host 
of activities await—wildlife watching, dogsled 
rides, horseback riding, and canoeing are at 
your fingertips. Take your adventure one step 
further by boarding a cruise to Antarctica, or 
simply enjoy the splendid fuegan Andes as 
your backdrop in captivating ushuaia. 

Brazil
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